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distance between the Lovat River and the Duna River is not very
great, and the country is flat enough to allow people to use it as a
portage. Once he had overcome this difficulty, the traveller from
the north could then float leisurely down the Dnieper until he
'finally reached the Black Sea, a few miles west of the Crimean
Peninsula.
Trade is no respecter of boundaries, and commerce is not very
much interested in race. There were profits to be made by those
who carried merchandise from the land of the Norsemen to that
of the Byzantines, and that is why they came to establish them-
selves definitely in these parts of the world. During the first five
or six hundred years of our era this was a trade-route, pure and
simple, and it followed the depression between the hills of Galicia
and Podolia (the outskirts of the Carpathians) on the one side
and the central Russian plateau on the other.
But when this region got gradually filled up with Slavic
immigrants, conditions changed. For then the trader became the
golitical overlord and he ceased his endless wanderings and settled
down to become the founder of a dynasty. The Russians, with all
their brilliant qualities of mind, have never been very good
administrators. They lack the more rigid mental precision of their
Teutonic neighbours. Their soul is too full of doubt. Their mind
is too often upon other things. And they are too fond of talk and
speculation to be very good at a game that demands concentration
and quick decisions. Hence the comparative ease with which a
number of men were able to set themselves up as local potentates.
Of course, at first their ambitions did not reach very far. But they
needed a place to live in. And when they had built themselves a
semi-royal residence, they needed homes for their retainers. That
is the way most of the old Russian cities came into being.
Cities, however, especially when they are yoijng and vigorous,
are apt to attract the attention of the outside world. Missionaries
in Constantinople heard of this wonderful new opportunity to save
souls. They paddled northward along the river Dnieper as the
Norsemen had paddled southward several centuries before. They
combined forces with the local rulers. The monastery became the
annexe of the palace. The stage was set for the Russia of the